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Abstract
Officially, China is an atheist country. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) insists that
atheism is an essential part of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and religion must be restricted or
eradicated from society. Since 1949, the CCP’s policy toward religion has varied from
elimination to toleration with restriction. However, religion has survived and revived, and
many kinds of religions are thriving today. The lecture will (1) describe the evolvement of
religion-state relations in China in the last 65 years, (2) describe the current status of
Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Islam, folk religion, Catholicism, and Protestantism, (3)
offer a theoretical explanation for the survival and revival of religions under CCP rule, and (4)
discuss the broader implications of the Chinese model of religion-state relations in the modern
and modernizing world today. And (5), special attention will be given to the Christian growth
in China because of its potential profound social impacts on China and the world.
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